


Phytomed

• Founded in 1998

• Two brands – different customer 
types:

• Phytomed – practitioner only

• Kiwiherb – retail brand

• Core Purpose:

To enhance people’s health and 
wellness through the manufacture of 
effective, herbal medicines, capturing 
the benefits of New Zealand sourced 

raw materials.
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Phytomed Milestones
✓ September 1998 – sold first Phytomed herbal 

extracts for practitioners

✓ Launched first OTC product under Kiwiherb brand in 
2000

✓ Moved to new premises in 2001

✓ Obtained certified organic certification for Kiwiherb
range 2001

✓ Obtained GMP Certification in 2007

✓ 2012 - Commenced exporting of Kiwiherb range to 
Australia

✓ Moved to larger purpose-built premises April 2013

✓ Pilot herb farm project, 2016-2017
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Key goals

• Incorporation of NZ native plants and organic 
herbs

• Ethical sourcing & adoption of sustainable 
business practices

• Validation of efficacy through clinical research

• Build a global, intrinsically New Zealand brand of 
herbal health products  

• Provide effective, safe, and ethically-produced 
treatments or preventatives, to a wide range of 
common health conditions



Quality Assured

• Committed to producing herbal medicines of the highest 

quality

• Developed rigid quality assurance procedures which have 

enabled us to become a Good Manufacturing Process 

(cGMP) certified facility
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Why GMP?

• A requirement in most international markets

• Herbal medicines are MEDICINES – and 

product quality assurance & safety, 

paramount

• No industry grows into a major export earner 

without a robust regulatory framework



Echinacea (Echinacea purpurea)



Why natural health products?

• Aging populations

• Budgetary constraints by governments 

• Increasing costs of new drugs & mainstream 

medical treatments

• Increasing concerns around drug safety

• Increased evidence basis of efficacy, of many 

natural health products (particularly 

phytomedicines)



Neǁ Zealand’s Strategic Adǀantages:
• Unique combination of geographical, soil & 

climatic attributes

• The aďility to grow & produĐe NHP s͛ whose 
bioactivity parameters rank them in the top 
end of the scale in terms of comparative 
quality with those produced elsewhere

• Strong scientific base and R&D support 
capabilities of our agro-horticultural industries 
and life sciences network

• Expertise which is easily extended to ͚Ŷew͛ 
types of horticulture and innovative natural 
product development 



Kawakawa (Macropiper excelsum)



NZ Opportunities

• Our ͚ĐleaŶ aŶd greeŶ͛ iŵage ideal for ŵarketiŶg Ŷatural 
health products offshore

• Emerging trends towards more plant-based diets and 

wellness lifestyles

• Future industry development needs to involve 

increased supply of local ingredients

• NZ has much potential to greatly increase exports of 

premium-priced, value added NH products (L.E.K. Report 

on the NZ Natural Products Industry, May 2009).

• Ingredients and/or Brands?



Ginkgo (Ginkgo biloba)



American ginseng (Panax

quinquefolium)



Biotechnology ǀs NHP’s?









Kiwiherb

The Kiwiherb range provides trusted solutions for common health 
concerns including:

Children’s Health // Immunity // Stress & Sleep

Allergies // Menopause // Skin & Oral Health
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The Ethical Choice
• Global demand for herbal medicine is growing rapidly

• Ensuring medicinal herbs are available in the future is a serious 

ethical issue

*   We believe practitioners and manufacturers share the responsibility 

of ensuring these plants remain available for future generations
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Ethical Sourcing Policy
Preferential sourcing hierarchy:

1. Cultivated, certified organic herbs 

2. Spray-free or growers under organic conversion

3. Wild-crafted herbs collected from their natural environment in 

a sustainable and ethically sound manner

4. Conventionally grown  herbs (trade) from 

validated ethical suppliers

© Phytomed Medicinal Herbs Ltd 2016



Our Commitment:

✓Premium potency 

✓Effective quality products

✓Sustainable and ethically sourced ingredients 

✓Pure, natural and certified organic where 

possible



http://herbblurb.com

philr@phytomed.co.nz

Thank You
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