




Government 
Policy Drivers

MPI Priorities

SFF Futures 
Purpose

Support problem-
solving and innovation 
in New Zealand’s food 

and fibre sectors by 
co-investing in 

initiatives that make a 
positive and lasting 

difference

Greater diversity 
of land use

Carbon neutral 
economy

Volume to 
value

Better 
outcomes for 
Maori

Boost 
skills

Develop 
the regions

ProsperitySustainability

Protection Visible 
Leadership

Strategic Context Progress to Date

Launch
Aug 
‘18

Dec 
‘18

Aug
‘19

Sep 

‘19

Dec 

‘19

Mar 
‘20

First application 
received

Revised scope and 
merger of PGP and 
SFF appropriations 
approved

National 
roadshows

100th application 
received

121 
applications 
received

26 contracts 
signed

First contract 
announced 

Lift farming practices

Oct 

‘19

Nov 

‘19



Funding Types

Funding 

type

Programme

cost

Contract 

length 

(years)

Expected 

time 

from 

application 

to contract

Partnerships Over $5 

million

5 or more 12 months

Small 

Partnerships

$2 million to 

$5 million

3 to 5 12 months

Grants Less than $2 

million

Up to 3 6 months

Small Grants Up to 

$100,000

Up to 1 3 months

Key Questions to 

Consider

• Will your project make a positive difference to 

our food and fibre sectors, the people who work 

in them, the environment or wider New 

Zealand?

• How will you be able to show the difference your 

project will make?

• Why do you need government funding for your 

project?



Eligibility & Criteria 

Who can Apply? 

Those in the primary food and fibre 

sectors who have a game-changing 

innovation they want to bring to life, 

including businesses, NGOs, research 

organisations, training institutions, 

Māori landowners, Iwi, community 

groups and industry bodies. 
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Sustainable Benefits for New Zealand 

Economic Environmental Social & Cultural 

Financial benefits 

might be cost 

savings, or 

increased profits. 

They may be shared 

by everyone 

involved in the 

project or even go 

wider.

The impact on the 

natural environment 

– land, soil, water, 

plants and animals.

These benefits 

include people’s 

skills, knowledge, 

physical and mental 

health, cultural 

identity and the 

connections 

between people and 

communities 



SFF Futures is managed by AIS’s Investment Programmes Directorate led by 

Steve Penno

Who can you contact? 

Contracting & 
Benefit 
Delivery

Assessment 
&

Reporting 

Business 
Development 

& Pre 
Application 

The fund is run via a shared leadership model 

Fiona McLachlanNatasha Telles D’Costa Eflamm Allain






